Questions About Data

Generic: 
· What information do you want to collect?
· Why do you want to collect this information?
· Why did you choose to use this tool?
· What other tools were available? Why did you not choose them?
· Is it a nationally normed test? Age adjusted?
· How often can it be used? Why?
· What is normal progress? What is accelerated progress?
· What information does your data give about specific groups (e.g. Maori, Pasifika, girls, boys)?
· How concerned should we be about negative gains from one test to another?
· How was the test presented? Low/high stakes?
· How are you involving the parents in your school when using the assessment data? 
· How are you involving the students when using the assessment data?

· What decisions did you have to make about using this tool? (frequency? reliability? validity? appropriateness for our students? who administers and when?…)
· How do you ensure consistency of test conditions?
· How do you ensure accuracy and consistency of marking?
· What students were excluded from your data collection?
· Why were these students excluded?
· What do you anticipate the data will show? why?
· What use will you make of this data?

· What data do you collect? (all year groups, cohort [and what do you mean by ‘cohort’?], target students?…)
· How do you record the data? Why? Whose data do you collect?
· How will you record the data? Whose responsibility is it to make sure it is ‘clean’?
· How confident can you be about the validity of the data? (moderation??)

· What does the data tell you about student achievement?
- What analyses are needed? Why?
- What do the results tell you?
- What patterns and trends can you see? (over time? age group? gender group? ethnic group? room? text type?…)

· What does the data tell you about teaching practice?
- Why are you getting these results?
- What alternative explanations are there?
- Do you need to collect more information? to confirm / to clarify / to extend available information?

· Did this test suit your purpose? ie. give you the information you needed for teaching and learning needs?
· How can you use this information to change practice?
· What do you need to consider before changing practice? 
· What theory/research can you draw on?
· What were some of the surprises?

asTTle Reading
· What does asTTle reading actually test?
· What content areas did you choose?
· Why did you choose these areas?
· What curriculum levels did you choose?
· Why did you choose these curriculum levels?
· What are the limitations of the test you devised?
· Are your students classified appropriately? (asTTle norms are for the end of the year)
· What trends in students’ reading achievement can you glean from this test?
· What are the priorites for teaching and learning?
· What do surface/deep thinking mean?
· What can be done to improve deep thinking?
· What is the significance of the “attitude” information?
· What guidance does this test provide for literacy teaching in this school?
· What cross-curricula use is this data?
· What are the implications for personalizing learning?

asTTle Writing
· What does asTTle writing actually test?
· What content area did you choose?
· Why did you choose this area?
· Does the task selected fit with students’ prior learning?
· Does the task encourage students to demonstrate their skills?
· Are your students classified appropriately? (asTTle norms are for the end of the year)
· What trends in students’ writing achievement can you glean from this test?
· What are the priorites for teaching and learning?
· What is the significance of the “attitude” information?
· What guidance does this test provide for literacy teaching in this school?
· What cross-curricula use is this data?
· What are the implications for personalizing learning?


Specific questions about STAR:
· Students are scored as being on a ‘stanine’ – what does this mean? 
· What does it mean if students remain on the same stanine over several testing periods?

· Are there any students working in the ‘critical’ range? 
- How long have they been there? 
- What is/has been done for these students?
· Which students are achieving in the ‘above average’ stanine band (7-9)?
· What trends and patterns can you see? 
· How do teachers plan to meet these identified needs?

· Do any sub-tests show particular needs or stengths?
· What reading strategies are required to complete these subtests? How are these being taught?
· Are there any other reasons that students may/may not have achieved well on any of these subtests?

Specific questions about writing  exemplars:
· Why were exemplars used instead of asTTle writing?
· Do the exemplar indicators compare students with a local or a national standard? What are the implications of that?
· What trends are evident over time using this tool? 
· What patterns of progress do you see from one text type to another? Why might that be?
· How comparable is the data from one text type to another? Why?



asTTle Maths
· What does asTTle maths actually test?
· What content area did you choose?
· Why did you choose this area? How did you make the choices with the dials?
· How many tests did you administer to cope with varying levels in the class? syndicate? school? (easy, middle, difficult)?
· Does the task selected fit with students’ prior learning?
· Does the task encourage students to demonstrate their skills?
· Are your students classified appropriately? (asTTle norms are for the end of the year)
· What trends in students’maths achievement can you glean from this test?
· What are the priorites for teaching and learning?
· What is the significance of the “attitude” information?
· What guidance does this test provide for maths teaching in this school?
· What cross-curricula use is this data? Other strands?
· What are the implications for personalizing learning?

