Example from Practice:  History
	School Descriptor
	Urban    
Size:  medium 1012
Demographics:   Decile 3.  NZ European/Pākehā 46%, Māori 38%, Asian 4%, Pacific 12%

	Class Descriptor
	Subject:             History
Year level:         11 

	Focussing Inquiry
	Overview /context / focus group of learners
The students in this class demonstrated knowledge of History content through their oral contributions in class, however the writing produced for class assignments did not match their oral contributions.  The History teacher was concerned that students would not be successful in external assessments without improvements to writing. 
Nature of the inquiry, based on evidence 
The History teacher and Literacy Leader carried out observations of students’ writing behaviour in class, interviewed four students about their response to writing, and used a recent writing task from an internal assessment to examine the writing needs of the class.  They analysed the students’ writing using a set of indicators that they developed under the following headings:
Audience and Purpose – Does the writer recognise and respond to the purpose of the task?
Content/Ideas- Does the writer develop and sustain a central argument? Are ideas supported with detail?
Structure/Organisation – Does the writing show a logical sequence of ideas /argument? Are there links between paragraphs? 
Language – Does the writer use formal language and select from a wide vocabulary?
Surface features – Is the writing presented accurately or are errors such as incorrect punctuation, spelling and grammar intrusive? 

	
Teaching Inquiry

	Planning undertaken by teacher(s)
The writing analysis allowed the teachers to identify the students’ writing needs – these were not the same for every student.  Over the course of the next two terms the History teacher worked to improve writing knowing that some students needed assistance in specific areas. Sometimes the rest of the class worked independently on a task whilst the teachers worked with a small group. The areas identified for improvement included:
· Understanding the question and answering all parts of the question when writing.  Building knowledge of how History questions would be asked and how to respond e.g. Students learned how to use the words from the question to organise their writing into paragraphs. 
· Building understanding of general academic vocabulary as well as subject specific e.g. impact, effect, outcome, influence
· Planning to write – For some students there was a need to work on organising ideas prior to writing, building on notes and knowing how to plan a response
· Using formal language
· Dealing with ‘run-on’ sentences – knowing where one sentence ends and another begins. 
· Proof reading and editing before completion. 
The analysis also showed that the students already had a basic understanding of the structure of an essay response, and therefore the teacher did not have to spend time on teaching this aspect of their writing. 
The teacher continued to monitor students writing through in-class tasks such as paragraph writing.   After nearly two terms of work another sample of student writing was analysed using the same criteria as above. 

	
Outcomes
	
Once the teacher knew the aspects of writing to target, and for whom, she was able to incorporate addressing those needs in the context of building History knowledge in class. Based on the inquiry, the teacher was able to target specific aspects of writing that needed improvement and not spend time on things that students already knew.   Overall, student writing improved from one time to the next.  On the second occasion the number of students achieving the internal assessment increased.  The teacher identified that students’ response to the question was more closely linked to the question in the second sample of writing, however there was still a need to work on proof reading and editing for most students.  The teacher decided to continue modelling effective editing skills for the class and to incorporate editing tasks in shorter writing tasks in class.  Students reported feeling more confident with their writing in History.  






