Wild Orphans
by Fiona Cross
This text is levelled at Gold 2.
Overview  
The Tsavo National Park in Kenya is home to many wild animals.  Its care of orphaned baby elephants is the focus of this fascinating report. 
This report is a challenging non-fiction text that supports more than one reading with different purposes; only some of these purposes are covered in this support material. 
Students working above Gold level could also use this text to support their learning in science or the social sciences. 
There is an audio version of the text on the Junior Journal 40 and 41 CD, which also provides a model of how to pronounce some of the African words.
Curriculum links
Science (levels 1 and 2, life processes) – Recognise that all living things have certain requirements so they can stay alive. 
Related texts
Texts about caring for animals, including “Emily’s Hens” (SJ 1.2.06)
Texts about caring for vulnerable wild animals: Duckling Palace (RTR, Purple), Sun Bears Are Special (RTR, Gold), “Our Treasure Island” (JJ 37, Gold), “Zoo Babies” (SJ 1.5.02), “Lunch with a Southern Giant Petrel” SJ 1.2.10) 
Text characteristics that relate to the reading standard for after three years at school 
The unfamiliar setting (a Kenyan wildlife park) and context (orphaned elephants)
A mix of explicit and implicit content within text and photographs that requires students to make connections between ideas in the text and their prior knowledge in order to make simple inferences, for example:
the information about the care of the elephants
the information in the text and photographs about the closeness of the relationship between the keepers and the elephants
the comparisons between elephants and humans, especially on page 20
the idea that the elephants are being “trained to return to the bush” (page 22), not turned into pets.
Some unfamiliar words and phrases, the meaning of which is supported by the context or illustrations, for example:
the subject-specific vocabulary, including “Park” (to mean protected wildlife area), “rhinos”, “hippos”, “antelopes”, “tusks”, “rescue plane”, “calves”, “calf”, “keepers”, “milk formula”, “stable”, “mud baths”, “wild elephant herd”, “predators”, “forage”, “ivory”, “poachers”
the definitions or explanations of some subject-specific vocabulary, for example, “Young elephants are called calves”, “These [tusks] are huge teeth”
proper names: “Tsavo National Park”, “Philip”, “Suguta”, “Lucas”, “Kimana”, “Makena”, “Tempaute”, “Edwin”.
Visual language features, such as the subheadings, the photo captions, and the text box on page 23, which explains why many elephants are hunted and killed
Ideas and information organised in paragraphs and a clear topic sentence within most paragraphs
A variety of sentence structures, including complex sentences, for example:
complex sentences with introductory phrases or clauses: “In the park”, “Because the park is so big”, in which important information comes before the main idea of the sentence 
linking words and phrases: “that”, “such as”, “whose”, “where”, “because”, “which”
passive sentences: “Orphaned elephants are most often found …”.
Suggested reading purposes
(What can the students expect to find out and/or think about as a result of reading this text?)
· To learn about how orphaned baby elephants are cared for 
You can reread the text with students for other purposes that involve thinking critically, for example:
to identify why elephant orphanages are so important
to infer the author’s purpose for writing this text.
Setting a learning goal
(What opportunities does this text provide for students to learn more about how to “read, respond to, and think critically about” texts?) 
To meet the reading purpose, students need to draw on a range of comprehension and processing strategies, often simultaneously.  Select and adapt from those below to set your learning goal.  Be guided by your students’ particular needs and experiences: who they are, where they come from, and what they bring (Reading and Writing Standards for Years 1–8, Knowledge of the learner, page 6).
This text provides opportunities for students to:
summarise how the orphanage cares for the elephants 
make connections between information in the text in order to identify the underlying ideas and/or infer the author’s purpose
use word-solving strategies (for example, using grapho-phonic information, knowledge of word structure, and context or looking for definitions and explanations) to decode and/or work out the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases
use knowledge of punctuation and syntax to track ideas in long or complex sentences and to clarify the meaning of the more formal language of the report.
Introducing the text 
Listen to the audio version before you use the text with students so that you can support them with the pronunciation of the African names.
Discuss the title and the photograph on page 17.  If necessary, explain what orphans are.  Make connections with concepts like adopting, fostering, and whāngai (as appropriate for your group of students).  Include the words “orphanage” as well as “orphaned” in the discussion.  I wonder what a wild orphan might be.  You could make connections with the stories of Babar the elephant.  Some students may remember that he was orphaned when hunters killed his mother. 
Read page 16.  Confirm that the baby elephants are the orphans – and the focus of this text.  Establish the meaning of “Park” in this context (a protected wildlife area) by relating it to local examples.  This park is in Kenya, in Africa.  Encourage the students to share any knowledge of the setting and African animals.  You could locate Kenya in an atlas. 
Share the reading purpose and learning goal(s) with your students.  (Keep the purpose for the first reading simple, for example, to summarise how the orphaned elephants are looked after.  You can return to the text in other sessions with different goals, such as identifying the main ideas.)  
Review the sorts of features the students can look out for and use to help them find and understand information, for example, headings, keywords, topic sentences within paragraphs, photographs, language that clarifies time, verbs (to describe what people are doing), and words (like “that”, “such as”, “where”, “because”, and “which”) that link ideas within sentences.  Draw out the idea that they will need to make connections between some of these aspects, for example, between some photographs and the text.
Reading the text
Below are some behaviours you could expect to see as the students read and discuss this text.  Each example is accompanied by suggested instructional strategies you can use to scaffold their learning.  Select and adapt from the suggestions, according to your students’ needs and experiences. 
The students use explicit and implicit information to summarise how the orphanage cares for the elephants.
Provide scaffolding by setting up a chart, based on the partial example below, for the students to help you fill in as they read.  You could add a column for students’ questions to think about and add to and answer as they read or for later discussion.
	Section 
	How the orphanage cares for the elephants
	Questions

	To the rescue 
	The orphanage sends a rescue plane to collect the baby elephants. 
They give the elephants milk and protection.
	

	Caring for calves 
	Keepers care for the elephant calves all day and all night. 
They give them milk formula until they are five months old. 
They feed them every three hours until they are one year old.   
	“They need a lot of looking after” – what else do the keepers do apart from feeding? 
Does that mean the keeper never rests, or does more than one keeper look after one elephant?


Model your thinking, for example, for “To the rescue” (page 18): The heading tells me that this section is about rescuing the elephants.  It says that the orphanage sends a rescue plane, and I can see that in the first photo.  Above the second photo, it says “Philip takes …” so I’m inferring that Philip is from the orphanage and Suguta is the elephant. 
You could also model your thinking about the first paragraph under “Caring for calves”.  I can’t find anything specific here about how the orphanage cares for the elephants, but it says that their diet is mostly their mother’s milk and there’s a photo of an elephant drinking milk out of a bottle.  So I’m inferring that the orphanage people feed them milk.  I’ll look for more information about this as I read.
As you continue, reduce your level of scaffolding until the students are working in pairs to identify relevant information.  They could record their summaries on their own graphic organisers.  Monitor their work, providing support as necessary.  For example, remind them to look for context clues, refer to the illustrations, and make connections with their prior knowledge. 
Come together as a group to review, discuss, and refine the summaries of how the orphaned elephants are cared for.  Did anything surprise you about their care?  Note any questions to return to in a later session.
The students make connections between items of information in the text to identify why elephant orphanages are so important.
Return to page 16 and model your thinking.  For example: I’m thinking about what is most important on this page.  The main thing I’ve learned is that the Tsavo National Park in Kenya is home to orphaned baby elephants and that their mothers have been killed. 
Have the students read “To the rescue” on page 18 to look out for information that links to the main points from page 16 (that without their mothers, the baby elephants in the wild will die because they have no milk or protection).  If necessary, model your thinking again (or use a mix of “thinking aloud” and prompts).  I’ve noticed that the orphanage sends a rescue plane, but that doesn’t seem like the main idea.  It says further down: “in time to save its life”.  That sounds urgent.  And there’s the word “survive”.  I need to put together information from different sentences.  On page 16, it said that their mothers were dead – and this section is saying that without their mothers to give them milk and protect them, the baby elephants will die.”
Gradually reduce your scaffolding and have the students work through the text in pairs.  Watch what strategies they use and provide support as necessary.  Have the students work through the text in this way, looking for topic sentences and key words and keeping in mind the purpose for reading (to identify why the orphanage is so important).  One way the students can check how relevant and important the information in each paragraph is, is to ask “What would happen to the elephants if the orphanage (or the keepers) didn’t do this?” 
On page 20, check that they identify and track the comparison with humans, which informs the main ideas.  (This comparison has also come up on page 18.)
On the final page, discuss the bond between keepers and elephants, which is the focus of the first paragraph.  Also make the connection between the information in the final text box and that on page 16 (“Hunters kill the mothers for their tusks”).
Revisit the learning goal and support the students to track how they met it.  How did making connections within the article help you to work out why elephant orphanages are important?  
You can use this discussion as a foundation for thinking about the author’s purpose (see After reading).
The students use word-solving strategies (for example, using grapho-phonic information, knowledge of word structure and context, or looking for definitions and explanations) to decode and/or work out the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases.
Prompt the students to break up multisyllabic words into recognisable chunks or syllables, for example, “an-te-lopes”, “pro-tec-tion”.  You can model this on a whiteboard.  English language learners may need practise putting the stress on the appropriate syllable, for example, pro-tec-tion rather than pro-tec-tion. 
Also prompt them to look for contextual clues, or explanations or definitions, within the text that clarify meanings, for example, “Young elephants are called calves”, “its own stable, where it sleeps with a keeper”, the surrounding sentences as contextual clues for “close bonds”(page 22).
The students use knowledge of punctuation and syntax to track ideas in long or complex sentences and to clarify the meaning of the more formal language of the report.
The multi-clause sentences may challenge some students.  Support them to notice commas and linking words to help them to track the ideas.  Model an example: When I first read “Most animals take a year or two to grow up …” (page 18), I thought this was about the elephants.  But then I saw that the next word was “but”, so that tells me there is going to be some different information as well.  Demonstrate on the whiteboard how to split the sentence into two clauses, using the commas in order to clarify that elephants are not like most animals – instead, they are like humans in that they take many years to grow up.  
After reading 
The students can reread the text while they listen to the audio version on the Junior Journal 40 and 41 CD.   
Discuss the relationship between keeper and elephant – the focus of the final page.  How might the keepers feel about saying goodbye to the elephants?  Why?  If necessary, support the students to make connections with the analogy between elephants and humans on pages 18 and 20.  
Encourage the students to think critically.  Use the final text box on elephant tusks to begin a discussion on why the author may have written the text.  The word “sadly” provides a clue.   You can also refer to any earlier discussions about why elephant orphanages are important if this was a learning goal for this text.
Have the students share with a partner anything that challenged them in the text and the strategies they used to overcome those challenges.  Listen to the discussions.  What could you do next time?  Do you need to follow up on any decoding strategies, particular words, or features of words?  Do you need to provide more instruction in ways of tracking ideas within complex sentences? 
Return to any questions the students had from reading the text and discuss ways of finding answers.  The students can find out more about the orphanage at http://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/asp/orphans/asp 
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